
Cuba open to 
talks with US 
but not under 
pressure: Prez 
Havana: President Miguel 
Diaz-Canel stated Cuba was 
open to dialogue with the US 
on any issue but firmly re-
jected talks under duress, 
amid escalating tensions and 
severe fuel shortages trig-
gered by US pressure follow-
ing a military operation in 
Venezuela.   

Diaz-Canel insisted, “Cuba 
is willing to engage in dia-
logue with the United States, a 
dialogue on any topic... but 
without pressure or precon-
ditions.” He emphasised ne-
gotiations must occur “from a 
position of equals, with re-
spect for our sovereignty, our 
independence and our self-
determination”, and without 
“interference in our internal 
affairs.” 

Further, after tensions rose 
between Cuba and the US, 
Santa Cruz del Norte has 
plunged into darkness and 
people cook here with coal 
and firewood. —Agencies

Trump rejects Putin’s offer 
to continue nuclear limits 
START expiry: POTUS calls for new modernised treaty 
Washington: US President 
Donald Trump has rejected a 
proposal from his Russian 
counterpart Vladimir Putin to 
voluntarily continue observing 
limits on strategic nuclear 
weapons following the expir-
ation of the landmark new Stra-
tegic Arms Reduction Treaty 
(START). 

Criticising the agreement on 
Truth Social, Trump said, 
“Rather than extend 'NEW 
START' — a badly negotiated 
deal by the United States that, 
aside from everything else, is 
being grossly violated — we 
should have our nuclear expe -
rts work on a new, improved, 
and modernised treaty that can 
last long into the future.” 

The US president high-
lighted what he dubbed swee -
ping defence upgrades. “The 
US is the most powerful 
country in the world. I com-
pletely rebuilt its military in my 
first term, including new and 
many refurbished nuclear 
weapons.” He referenced 
enhan cements in naval forces, 
claiming the addition of battle-
ships “100 times more powerful 
than the ones that roamed the 
seas during WWII,” citing 
vessels such as the Iowa and the 
Missouri. 

Trump repeated twice in a 
single day the claim he stopped the 
India-Pakistan conflict last year. “In 
one year, I’ve ended eight raging 
wars, such as (the war between) 
Cambodia and Thailand, Kosovo 
and Serbia, Pakistan and India, Is-
rael and Iran, Armenia and Azer-
baijan,” Trump said at the National 
Prayer Breakfast on Thursday. 

Later on Truth Social, the Re-
publican president reiterated the 
claim he stopped a nuclear war 
from breaking out between India 
and Pakistan. It was his 90th claim. 

Further, Trump told lawmakers 
and religious leaders faith was cen-
tral to America’s strength, declar-
ing “prayer is America’s 
superpower” as he addressed the 
National Prayer Breakfast. “This is 
a beautiful American tradition,” he 
said, adding, “Prayer strengthens. 
Prayer heals. Prayer empo wers. 
Prayer saves.”  Trump announced 
the launch of TrumpRx.gov, a new 
federal website offering steep dis-
counts on dozens of prescription 
drugs, calling it the largest cut in 
prices in US history. Meanwhile, 
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
is no longer serving as acting head 
of National Archives and Records 
Administration, as the law restricts 
acting officials to a 210-day limit to 
carry out the duties of a Senate-
confirmed position. 

Hadi killing: 
Clashes outside 
Yunus’ house 
Dhaka: More than 50 
people were injured on Fri-
day when police used force 
to disperse protests by stu-
dents and supporters of Inq-
ilab Moncho outside the 
official residence of Bangla-
desh’s Chief Adviser Mu-
hammad Yunus in Dhaka, 
days ahead of the general 
election on February 12. 

The protests were called 
to demand punishment for 
the accused of killing Inqilab 
Mo ncho founder Osman 
Hadi. Demonstrators gath-
ered near Shahbagh and 
tried to march towards 
Yunus’ residence, the state 
guest house Jamuna, where 
they were stopped by police 
barricades. 

When protesters tried to 
push through, police used 
batons, water cannons, tear 
gas and sound grenades to 
disperse the crowd. Pro-
testers threw brickbats, ac-
cording to media reports. 
Uniformed troops were also 
deployed to block access to 
the residence.  

Bangladesh’s ‘Daily Sun’ 
reported Inqilab Moncho 
member secretary Abdullah 
Al Jaber suffered “bullet in-
juries” during the clashes, 
citing a statement posted by 
the group on social media. 

Fresh violence also 
erupted earlier in the day 
when govt employees pro-
testing over the implementa-
tion of the 9th pay scale were 
dispersed using similar 
methods. —Agencies
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